	ISA Interim meeting 2015 “professions, bonds and boundaries”

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore - Milano, 19th – 21st March 2015

	The economic crisis as a driving force towards virtuous professionalism? The case of Italian dentists


	main Author (presenter)

	Name
	Elena Spina
	Affiliation
	Università Politecnica delle Marche

	Contact
	e.spina@univpm.it

	abstract 

	A series of factors allow us to identify the Italian dental profession as an "unvirtuous" profession. However, some recent changes related to the economic crisis that started in 2008 suggest that this scenario may change in the short period and that some "virtuous" practices may gradually emerge, albeit in a context that remains critical.      
In the first part of the paper we try to show why the dental profession, which is practiced mainly in the private market in Italy, is an opposite example of virtuous professionalism and how it is characterized by a series of fragility (acting as self-interested monopolies, low ethics and the development of an irregular market). 
In the second part, the focus is on a number of factors that seem to push the profession towards more virtuous models. On the one hand these factors are attributable to the decline of the dental market, linked to lower family resources to access dental care, and the consequent increase of health inequalities; on the other they are linked to organizational and representative difficulties perceived by the professional category. 
In a difficult economic climate the profession is beginning to accept greater social inclusion policies: e.g. agreements with some regional health services (Tuscany and Lombardy) were signed due to which private dental clinics apply discounted rates (reduced by half) to people living in these regions. In other cases, dentists have agreed to grant special rates to patients, using public health structures and facilities for free.
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